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Tae ris-ng cower of the veteran Cuban Communists a acpears to nave ~ro- 
voxed Castro into reducing them - av itast 7 ily = to their ¢ar.iscr 
role of junior partner in nis Revolution. 


The 'New Communists’ vs. the “0 .a Communists*. Castro's March 26. tele- 
vision interview attacking too Communist leader snibal Escalante for 
"sectarianism" crought into the open frictions between veteran Cuban 
Communists and the fidelista 'neo-Communists.® “ith sarcasm and obvious ver=— 
sonal spite, Castro accused Escalante of 1) pletting to gain control over 
Cuba through nis sost as organization secretary of the government volitical 
machine, the Integrated Revolutionary Crganizations (CRI), and through the 
OnI to control the macnin nery of govermzent; 2) failure to mobilize the 
"Marxist-Leninist" masses of Cuba in the ORI; and 3) wadermining the srestige 


or the Castro Revclution. 


Castro's attack confirms his awakening to the divergence of interes 
between himself? and the local old-line Communists. To Castro, the CAI ( 
the forthcoming united party) is simply another mass organization. ‘Tne fune- 
tion of the party, as Castro described it, is "to orient, to orient ai 
Levels, not to.govern at all lsevels,...to educates the masses ia the i 
socialism and the ideas of communism....dut it ccss not have the power to- 
place and repiace administrators." Jowever, the ro leaders, WNCSe task 1t 
became to orgenige the new party, have envisioned enother - strictly 
"orthodox" - rcie for the party: compicte domination of-state solicy. | 


| Castro now appears ΘῈΣ avere trav the creation of such a & party would 
snift tower from tne Fitslistes (who credominantly controlled the state 
machinery and the mass orgenizaticns; to the veteran FSP members (who had 
gained almost éxclusive control of tne CRI), as well as altering tne 
Revolution's metnead oF oserusion. 
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ance is." Similarly the 
Communist newsnaver Eov on Marcn 24 svated editorially that the CAL ‘needs to 
purge itself of 411 remnants of sectarianism anc mechanism, This is wnat, 
step by step, the National Directorate of the CRI has begun to do under the 
aGynamic and combative leadership of Comrade Fidel.! 


ted in his speses shat the purge or iscalante and the 


Castro indcic 
rianism had the endorsement of otner ton Communist leaders. 


attack on secteri 
str 
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ne repeatedly stressed nis own Marx! se-Leninist soyalties, Warnesc the “old 

Revelutionaries" against "mountain sectarianism" (i.e., the clicuishness of 
those who fougnt in the Sierra Meescra), anc vroclaimed nis acmiraeticn for 
‘sood Communists* 85 62 δύθοξοι SAG ἐξ m the power-mad, sectarian =scalante. 

186 ovher top Communist teeders! enthusiastic endorsements of anti- ~séctarian- 
ism lends color to Castro's Genial that he means to attack Communists as such, 
rd to his assertion that ficelista and veteran Communist leaders. are fully 


united in the National Dir rectorave ΟΣ 


im nect on Veteren Communists. the question ΕΣ or the future is whether, with 


the Tecelante curge, the national leaders have agreed in relegating the veteran 
Communists to a supporting role, and, if not, whether the “old Communist" and 
the “new Communist" leaders can refrain from a mutually destructive competition, 
Castro has mace it clear tnat ne is sreparead to fight should the veveran 
Communists attemot to umdermine his vower, and they for their part have show 
covious concern lest 2 power strugsie cestroy the mevolu ion. To a certain 
sutent, their hands nave been tied by the absorption of their old organization 
whe FSF) inte the CHI. However, srecisely because of the international 
communist stake in Cuca, it is doubtless hard for FEF leaders to disentangle 
efforts to achieve an sifective solivical-economic orgenizavion from a drive 
to @xtond their own control. Their very desire to put the Revolution across - 
on unsi rms - wlll probabiy continue to interfere with their respon- 
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